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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release



For more information, Contact:
(date)          


         

(Your Name), (Your Phone Number)
Local Christmas Tree Business (or Garden Center) Participates in Trees for Troops Weekend
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Your Town), (Your State) – A local Christmas Tree farm (or retailer or Garden Center) is doing much more than providing fresh, fragrant Christmas Trees for your holiday enjoyment this year. (Your Business Name) is part of a national effort called Trees for Troops which will provide more than 15,000 Real Christmas Trees to military families across the United States and overseas.

Since 2005 Christmas Tree farmers and retailers have donated their own trees for the Trees for Troops program.  The Christmas SPIRIT Foundation, the non-profit that implements Trees for Troops, received many requests from the public on how they could help.  This year, consumers will have the opportunity to purchase a tree at (your farm or retail lot) that will be delivered to a military family in the United States.  Consumers can come during Trees for Troops Weekend, Friday, Dec. 4 – Sunday, Dec. 6, to purchase a tree for a military family.   

 “We are very excited to be a part of this program,” said (Your Name), owner of (Your Business), “Also, for every tree that a consumer purchases, we will contribute $5 per tree to the Christmas SPIRIT Foundation, which implements the Trees for Troops program and other programs for kids, families and the environment.”

- continued –

- continued -

Trees for Troops began in 2005 when FedEx, who donates the shipping of the trees, and the Christmas SPIRIT Foundation provided 4,300 Real Christmas Trees to military families at five bases in the U.S. and overseas.  In 2008 over 17,000 military families at 53 bases in the U.S. and overseas received a tree.  Since 2005, CSF and FedEx have delivered over 34,000 Real Christmas Trees to 17 countries.  FedEx has traveled over 144,000 over-the-road miles to deliver trees.  This year, CSF, FedEx and Garden Centers of America Members, with the help of consumers across the country, plan to deliver 15,000 Christmas Trees to military families.

“This is a great way for consumers to become directly involved with the Trees for Troops program and allow more military families to receive a tree this holiday season,” said (Your name).  “Providing memories at this time of year is extremely important, especially for families with loved ones serving our country.”  

About (Your Business)

(enter text)
About the Christmas SPIRIT Foundation
The Christmas SPIRIT Foundation (CSF) is the 501(c)(3) non-profit branch of the National Christmas Tree Association.  Based in Chesterfield, Mo., CSF advances the Christmas spirit for children, families and the environment.  CSF implements the Trees for Troops program and has provided books for children from low-income families and services for victims of child abuse and neglect.  For more details, go to www.christmasspiritfoundation.org.
About Garden Centers of America
Garden Centers of America (GCA) was established in 1973 and has been actively supporting the garden center industry for over thirty years.  The membership represents independent garden centers of all sizes from all areas of the country.  GCA’s mission is to ensure the long term success and sustainability of independent retail garden centers of North America.  For more information, please visit www.gardencentersofamerica.org
###
